An 88-year-old man presented with vision loss and limited abduction of the left eye. A brain CT scan showed a mass lesion in the left frontal and temporal bone, which extended into the optic canal (Picture 1A). Constructive interference in the steady state (CISS)-MRI demonstrated an expanded subarachnoid space (SAS) of the left optic nerve (ON) (ON-SAS) (Picture 1B, C, arrows). Tumor resection with optic canal decompression was performed. Histological examination revealed metastatic adenocarcinoma of the prostate. After surgery, the patient's symptoms improved. A postoperative CT scan demonstrated a decompressed ON canal. MRI obtained 9 days after surgery showed the complete disappearance of the expanded ON-SAS (Picture 2A, B) . The present case suggests that mass lesions which extend
into the optic canal can cause the expansion of the ON-SAS. The expansion of the ON-SAS has been reported in some patients with an arachnoid cyst, a neoplastic apical mass such as meningioma, vascular hamartoma, glioma, neurofibromatosis, von-Hippel-Lindau disease, hemangioendothelioma, optic neuritis, or a cranio-orbital fracture (1). Furthermore, the differential diagnosis should include elevated intracranial pressure (2) . CISS-MRI is a useful tool for evaluating the ON-SAS, as illustrated in the present case.
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